[Scalp expansion in the treatment of cicatricial alopecia].
The experiences of scalp expansion in the treatment of scarred alopecia in 16 cases with 21 tissue expanders are presented. In 13 cases, the defects were over 90cm2 in area, the largest one extending over half of the total hair-bearing scalp. In all cases, apart from one, the expanding procedures were completed. In one case the procedures were partially completed because of extrusion of the expander. Follow-up of 13 cases for 6-24 months showed good hair growth and appearances and 2 cases had 1.2-1.5 cm of widened scar at the distal edge of the expanded scalp due to undue tension. The advantages, disadvantages and complications are discussed.